


2019 Regional Writing Conference
Program  At A Glance

8:30 AM   Check-In and Coffee

9:00 AM   Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:30 AM   Keynote Speaker

10:30 AM   Break

11:00 AM   Growing Empathy in Your Class
   Large Group Activity

11:30 AM   Critical Disability Theory
   Presentation

12:20 PM   Working Lunch

1:00 PM   The Scaffold and the Tomb
   Presentation

2:00 PM   Student Panel

2:50 PM   Thank You and Evaluations



Danna  Lomax
• Ventura Unified School District, Multi-Tiered 

System of Support Teacher on Special 
Assignment

• California State University Channel Islands, 
School of Education

• Recipient of 2018 Teaching Tolerance Award 
for Teaching Excellence, Southern Poverty 
Law Center Teaching Tolerance Project

Keynote  Speaker



Program  Descriptions

8:30 AM Check-In and Coffee
Please join us in Petit Salon for coffee and light 
refreshments as we prepare for the day.

9:00 AM Welcome and Opening Remarks
We will kick off our event with welcoming remarks 
from the conference coordinator, Brian Burns, and 
Mary Adler, Professor of English at CSU Channel 
Islands.

9:30 AM Keynote Speaker: Danna Lomax
“Teaching Tolerance with the Social Justice 
Standards”
Please join us as Danna Lomax shares her 
experience and insights from incorporating 
the Social Justice Standards into her classroom 
curriculum.  Through lecture and audience 
interaction, Ms. Lomax will demonstrate the value 
of utilizing these standards to help students develop 
language skills, empathy, cultural literacy, and a 
commitment to community service.

10:30 AM Break

11:00 AM Growing Empathy in Your Classroom
In this large group activity, participants will be 
encouraged to reflect upon the insights shared 
by our keynote speaker and share their current 
practices or practices they might consider 
implementing in their own classrooms.  We will 
start in small groups, then have a share-out activity 
for the larger audience.



11:30 AM Critical Disability Theory: A New Perspective
for Prompts
Diane Scrofano, MA & MLIS
Faculty, English Dept.
Moorpark College

Many of us who assign literary analysis essays are 
familiar with the paradigms of critical race theory, 
postcolonial theory, and gender studies, and these 
paradigms often influence the discussion questions 
and essay prompts that we use with our students. 
But what about the lesser-known lens of disability 
studies? Learn more about this emerging field 
and how to integrate it into your teaching of both 
classical and young adult literature.

12:20 PM Working Lunch
Please enjoy your lunch as we continue our 
exchange of ideas about empathy and success in our 
classrooms.

1:00 PM The Scaffold and the Tomb: Using a Visit to
a Parisian Cemetery to Teach the Basic 
Structure of the Expository Essay
David Birchman
Faculty, English Dept.
Moorpark College

Even after an instructor has reviewed (or taught) the 
basic format of the expository essay, students often 
have trouble structuring this essay on their own. 
This lesson plan uses a visit to the Père Lachaise 
cemetery in Paris to help students formulate a 



question, to create a tentative thesis, which responds 
to that question, and to use that tentative thesis as 
a guide to the construction of the rest of the essay. 
This lesson plan also requires students to do some 
research on their own as preparation for a longer 
research project. 

2:00 PM Student Panel: Challenges and Successes
Our panel of students will discuss some of their 
challenges and successes in transitioning between 
high school and college level writing.

2:50 PM Thank You and Evaluations
Thank you for your participation and please take a 
moment to fill out the evaluation form included in 
your packet in order to help us make an even more 
successful event in the future!



Conference  Credits

Conference Coordinator:
Brian Burns

Moorpark College

Conference Administrative Support Staff:

About  Project  ALAS

Project ALAS (Aligning Learning and Academic Success) enables 
a partnership between CSU Channel Islands (Cl), Moorpark 
College (MC), Oxnard College (OC), and Ventura College (VC) 
to boost transfer and graduation rates for all students through a 
combination of faculty development, institutional collaboration 
and student outreach and support. ALAS will expand capacity for 
transfer student services, including targeted outreach, advising 
and peer mentoring, and improve and streamline articulation and 
records systems.

Thank you to all of our conference volunteers!

Lucero Segundo
CSU Channel Islands

Airam Flores
CSU Channel Islands 

Nitzan Navick
CSU Channel Islands 



www.alas.cikeys.com


