
 
 

Sociology Regional Council, Ventura County 

Faculty Summit: February 23rd, 2018, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Sierra Hall 2411 – California State University, Channel Islands 

 

Purpose: 

 The purpose of the regional faculty summit is to promote communication and 

coordination across our institutions – Oxnard College, Ventura College, and CSU Channel 

Islands. Sociology at CSUCI is a transfer-dominant program within a transfer-dominant 

institution. The overwhelming majority of lower division coursework in the major is completed 

at community colleges – and the majority of that is accomplished by Oxnard and Ventura 

Colleges. Consequently, we can truly speak of “our” students collectively. Faculty in all three 

programs share a common goal of increasing the rates of transfer, and (more importantly) 

increasing the success of those students who do choose to transfer (to CSUCI specifically, but to 

any four-year institution more generally). The first step in accomplishing that goal is to open 

and institutionalize channels of communication and cooperation across institutions, in formal 

and informal ways – which is the most basic goal of the Faculty Summit.  

 

Topics: 

 The focus of this initial event will be to discuss our curriculum with an eye toward 

transfer success. We will discuss issues of curricular articulation (i.e., which courses transfer, 

and which courses are necessary to transfer with the greatest credit toward graduation). We 

will compare common courses to discuss what works (and what doesn’t) with our students. We 

will explore our expectations for students and identify areas of underpreparedness. We will 

share pedagogical materials and techniques that most contribute to students’ academic 

success. We will also discuss upper division coursework at CSUCI with a focus on necessary skills 

and content with which students should ideally enter those courses.  

 

Participants:  

Leslie Abell, CSU Channel Islands (?) 

Danny Armanino, CSU Channel Islands 

Mariana Branda, Ventura College 

Jesus Gonzalez, CSU Channel Islands (?) 

Daniela Graves, Ventura College 

Lauri Moore, Ventura College 

Lindsey Trimble O’Connor, CSU Channel Islands 

Dolores Ortiz, Oxnard College  

Juan Pitones, Oxnard College 

Monica Rivas, CSU Channel Islands 

Luis Sánchez, CSU Channel Islands 

Ioana Schmidt, Ventura College 

Elizabeth Sowers, CSH Channel Islands 



 

Sociology Regional Council, Ventura County 

Faculty Summit: February 23rd, 2018, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Agenda: 

The following is a very loose agenda – suggestive rather than prescriptive. Ultimately, 

we can head in whichever direction we collectively feel is most important. In lieu of that, 

the following will provide a general list of topics and a timeline.  

 

1:00-1:30 Introductions (areas of interest/teaching, and challenges/successes)  

 

1:30-2:30 Focus on lower division coursework 

• Credits and transfer (Monica Rivas)  

• Sharing challenges: Discussing the issue of underpreparedness 

• Sharing best practices: Materials, exercises, assignments, topics, etc. 

 

2:30-3:30 Transition to upper division coursework 

• Structure of the upper division curriculum  

• Gateway courses:  

o SOC 300: Social Stratification  

o SOC 305: Writing in the Social Sciences 

• “Systematic empirical inquiry”  

• Discussing expectations and preparation  

• Curriculum redesign (fall of 2019) 

 

3:30-4:00 Transfer Success ideas for the future 

• March 7th Alum/Career panel 

• Pacific Sociological Association meeting in Long Beach 

• Campus visits from CSUCI faculty to classes at OC & VC 

• Others?  

 

 

 


